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York 17. May 1642. 
HIS 


MAJESTIES 
A NSWER, 


By way of Declaration, to a Print- 
ed Paper, intituled, A Dec lara. 
tion of both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, In Anſwer to His Maje- 

ſties lf Meſſage concerning 
the Militia. 


NE very well 8 
how much it is below 
the high and Royall 
“Dignity wherein God 

12/4521 hath placed Us, to 
take notice, much rage to trouble 
A 2 Our 


(2) 

Our Self with anſwering thoſe 
many ſcandalous ſeditious Pam⸗ 
phlets, and punted Papers, which 
are ſcattered with ſuch great Lr- 
cence thozowout the Kingdom 
(notwithſtanding Our earneſt De⸗ 
fire ſo often in vain pꝛeſſed foꝛ a Re- 
foꝛmation) though we finde it evi⸗ 
dent, that the minds of many of 
Our weak Subjects have been, 
and ſtill are poyſoned by thoſe 
means ; andthat ſo generall a Ter- 
rour hath poſſeſſed the Minds and 
Hearts of all men, that whiles the 
Preſſes ſwarm (and every day pꝛo⸗ 
duces new Tracts againſt the eſta⸗ 
bliſhed government of the Church 
and State) moſt men want the 
Courage, oꝛ the Conſcience to wute, 
v2 the oppoztunity oz encourage⸗ 
ment to publiſh ſuch compoſed ſo⸗ 
ber Animadverſions, as might ei⸗ 
ther pꝛeſerve the minds of Our 
good Subjects from ſuch Jnfectt- 

on, oꝛ reſtoꝛe and recover them _ 
hey 
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(3) | 
they are ſo infected. But we are 
contented to let Dur Self fall to 
any :Dffice that may undeceive 
Ourpeople, and to take moꝛe pains 
this way, by Our own Pen, then 
ever King hath done, When we 
finde any thing that ſeems to carry 
the Reputation oꝛ Authoꝛity of ei⸗ 
ther, oꝛ both Houſes of Parliament, 
and will not have the ſame refuted 
02 diſputed by common and vulgar 
Pens.tilluwe are thoꝛowly infoꝛm⸗ 
ed, whether thoſe Acts have in 
truth that countenance and War⸗ 
rant they pꝛetend: Which regard 
of Ours, We doubt not but in time 
will recover that due reverence (the 
abſence whereof We have too much 
_ reaſon to complain) to Pur Per⸗ 
ſon and Our Meſſages, which in 
all ages hath been paid (and no 
doubt is due) to the Crown of 
England. 
We have therekoꝛe taken notice 
of a pꝛinted Paper, intituled, A De- 


3 ; claration 


claration of both Houſes of Parliament, 
i1 Anſwer to Oar laſt Meſiage concern- 
ing the Militia, publiſhed by com- 
mand; the which We are unwilling 
to beleeve(both foꝛ the Matter of it, 
the Expꝛellious in it, and the man⸗ 
ner of publiſhing it) can reſult from 
the conſent of both Houſes; either 
do we know, by what lawful Com⸗ 
mand, ſuch uncomly , trreverent 
mention of Us can be publiſhed to 
the wozld : And though Peclarati⸗ 
ons of this kinde have (of late with 
too much boldneſſe) bꝛoken in upon 
Us and the whole Kingdom, when 
one, oꝛ both Houſes have thought 
fit to communicate their Councells 
and Reſolutions tothe People, yet 
We are unwilling to beleeve, That 
ſuch a Declaration as this ſhould 
be publifhed in Anſwer to Dur 
Meſſage, without 'vouchſating at 
leaſt to ſend it to Us as their An- 

wer: Their bulineſfle, foꝛ which 
they are met by Our Wꝛit and Au⸗ 
thozitp, 
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(5) 

thoꝛity, being to Counſell Us fo? 
the good of. Dur People, not to 
Wꝛite againſt Us to Our People, 
and no Conſent of Ours foz their 
long continuing together enabling 
them to do any thing, but what 
they were firſt ſummoned by Our 
Wit to do: At leaſt wee will be- 
leeve, though Mil⸗underſtanding 
and Jealouke (the Juſtice ot᷑ God 
will overtake. the Fomenters of 

that Jealouſie, and the Pꝛomoters 
and Contrivers of that Mil under⸗ 
ſtanding) might pꝛoduce (to ſay no 
woꝛſe) thoſe: very untoward Ex⸗ 
pꝛeſſions, that if thoſe Houſes had 
contrived that Declaration as an 
Anſwer to Dur Meſlage, they 
would have vouchſafed ſome An- 
ſwer to the Queſtion pꝛopoſed in 
Ours, which we pꝛokeſſed did, and 
mult evidently. pꝛevail over Our 
Underſtanding, and in their wit- 
dom and Gꝛavity they would have 
been lure to have ſtated the _ 

er 


(6) | 
ters of fact, as (atleaſt to oꝛdina⸗ 


ry underſtandings) might be un- 


queſtionable ; Neither of which is 
done by the Declaration, 

We deſire to know why We were 
by that Act abſolutely excluded 
from any Power o2 Authoꝛity in 
the execution of the Milicia, and We 


muſt appeal to all the wozld, Whe⸗ 


ther ſuch an attempt be nota great- 
er and juſter ground foꝛ Fear and 


Jealouſie in Us, then any one that 


ts avowed fo2 thoſe deſtructive 
Fears and Jealouſies, which are 
ſo publiquely owned almoſt to the 
ruine ok the Kingdom, but we 
have been told, That We muſt 
not be jealous of Our great Coun⸗ 
cell of both Houſes of Parliament; 
We are not, no moꝛe then they are 
of Us their King and hitherto they 
have not avowed any Jealouſie ok, 
02 Dil⸗affection to Dur Perſon; 
imputed all to Our evill Counſel- 
4192S, to a Malignant Partie, that 
are 


are not of their mindes ; So We do 
tand Me do it from Our Soni) pꝛo⸗ 
feſſe no Jealouſie of Our Parlta⸗ 


ment, but of ſome Turbulent, Sedt- 


tious, x Ambitious Natures, which 
(being not ſo cleerly diſcerned) may 


Have an influence even upon the 
Actions of both Hauſes ; and if this 


Declaration hath paſſed by ſuch 
conſent (Which We are not willing 
to beleeve) it is not impollihle, but 
that the appzehenſion of ſuch Tu⸗ 
mults (which have d2tven Us from 
Our City of London foz the ſafety 
of Our Perſon) may make ſuch an 


Impꝛeſſion in other men (not able 


to remove from the Danger) to 
make them conſent, oz not to own 
a diſſent in matters not agreea- 


ble to their Conſcience oz Under- 


De mentioned in that Our An- 


wer Our diſlike of the putting of 


their names out of the Bill, whom 
B befoꝛe 


8 
vefoze they recommended to Us in 
their pꝛetended Oꝛdinance, and the 
leaving out by ſpectall pzoviſion, the 
pꝛeſent Loꝛd Majoꝛ of London: To 
all which that Declaration affords 
no anſwer, and therefoꝛe we cannot 
ſuppoſe it was intended foz an an⸗ 
wer to that Our Meſlage, which 
whoſoever looks upon, Will finde to 
be in no degree anſwered by that 
Declaration. 
But it inkoꝛms all Our Sub- 
jects, after the mention with what 
humilitie the Oꝛdinance was pꝛe⸗ 
pared and pꝛeſented to Us (a mats 
ter very evident in the Petitions 
and Mellages concerning it) and 
Our refulall to give Our conſent 
notwithftanding the ſeverall Kea- 
ſons offered of the Neceſſity thereof 
fo: the ſervice of Our Perlon, and 
the Prace and ſafety of Our People 
(whether any ſuch Reaſons were 
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29. 

whether — — not cleerly and 
candidly -an{wered by Us, the 
woꝛld will eakily judge) that they 
Were at laſt neceſſitated to make an 
Oꝛdinance, by Authoꝛity of both 
Houſes, to ſettle the Militia, War⸗ 
ranted thereunto by the fundamen- 
tall Laws of the Land : But if 
that Declaration had indeed in⸗ 
tended to Have an{wered Us, it 
would have told Our good -Dub- 
fects what thoſe fundamentall 
Laws of the Land are, and where 


to be found, and would at laſt have 


mentioned one Oꝛdinance from the 
firſt beginning of Parltaments to 
this pꝛelent Parliament, which en⸗ 
aa £0 ey any 9 25 up: 
onthe Subject without the King 

conſent; foꝛ of ſuch, all the inqui⸗ 
ry We can make, could never pꝛo⸗ 
duce Us one inſtance: And if there 
be ſuch a ſecret of the Law, which 
hath lain hid _ the beginning 95 
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— — 


lo) 
the would to this time, and now is 
diſcovered; to take away the fuſk 
gall Þ awer of the Sing. we 
j there be not ſome other ſecret 
— be diſcovered when they pleale) 
. the Mitte _ — x 
the Liberty SiUbjert : fo: n 
Str If the _ df both Hou⸗ 
i 1 55 Anette to 
hath the ſame 


NS Bigpes ben 
e 
of Yee King 1250 Subſect, and 


of Magh 4 Charrs, will 


be cant pe dons "the moſt oꝛdi⸗ 
Aer 8. 
"Ic is 2 (out of Dur 
fetideriteſſe of the conſtitution of the 
Kingdom , (nd care of the Law, 
which We are bound to defend, and 
deing moſt alſured of the unjuſtifi- 
avieneſſe of the pꝛetended © - 
nance) invite and deſire both 
ponſes 


(11) 
Houſes of Parliament to ſettle 
whatſoever ſhould: bee fit of that 
nature, by Act of Parltament ; But 
were We therefoze obliged to paſſe 
whatſoever ſhould be bzought to 
Us of that kinde e wee did ſay in 
Our Anſwer to the Petition of 
both Houſes preſented to Us at 
York, the ſix and twentieth ol March 
laſt (and We have ſad the ſame tit 
other Meſſages vefoze) that voe al- 
wayes thought it tteceſſary, the du⸗ 
ſinelle of — ſhould be ſetled, 
and that we never denied the thing, 
onely dented the way; and ue ſap 
the Fame (ttt; ſince the many Dil⸗ 
putes and  Uotes . upon Lows 
Liettenants and their Cominiſſi- 
ons (which were not begun by Us, 
902: Our Father) had ſo diſcounte⸗ 
nanted that Authoꝛtty, which fox 
many yeers together was happily 
looked upon with Reverence and 
Odedience * People; We — 
| 3 an 
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5 - 
and do think it very neceTary, that 


ſome wholſom-Law be pꝛovided foꝛ 


he buſinelle : But We declared in 
Our Anſwer tothe pꝛetended Oꝛ⸗ 
dinance, Me expected that that ne⸗ 
ceſſary Power ſhould be firſt inveſt⸗ 
ed in Us, befoze we conſented to 
transfer it to other men: Netther 
could it ever be imagined , that 
We would conſent, That a greater 
power ſhould be in the hands of a 
Subject, then We were thought 
wozthy to be truſted with Our 
Self: And if it ſhall not be thought 
lit to make anew Act oꝛ Declara- 
tion in this point, we doubt not 
but we ſhall be able to grant ſuch 
Commillions, which ſhall very 
Legally enable thoſe we truſt to do 
all Offices foꝛ the Peace and Qutet 
of the Kingdom, if any Diſturb- 
ance ſhall happen, 
Butthat Declaration ſayes, We 
were pleaſed to offer them a Bill 
5 OE ready 


. 


: au 
ready d2zawn, and that they (ts ex 
pꝛeſſe theirearneſt zeal to coꝛreſpond 
with Dur defire)did paſſe that Bill: 
Bet all that expzeſkion of Affection 
and Loyalty , all that earneſt deſire 
of theirs to comply with Us, pꝛo⸗ 
duted no better effect, then an abſo⸗ 
lute Denyall, even of what by Our 
koꝛmer Meſlages (as that Declara⸗ 
tion conceives) We had pꝛomiſed; 
And ſo pꝛoceeds (under the pꝛetence 
of mentioning Evil and Wicked 
Councelloꝛs)to cenſure and repꝛoach 
Vs ina Dialect that (We are confi- 
dent) Our good Subjects wilt 
reade with much indignation on 
Our behaif; But ſure if that De⸗ 
claration had paſſed the examina⸗ 
tion of both Houſes of Parliament, 
they would never have affirmed ; 
That the Bill we refuſed to paſſe 
was the ſame We ſent to them; oꝛ 
have thought, That Our Mellage, 
wherein the difference. and „ 
rietie 


— 8 —— 
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C˙ ED 
rietie between the two Bills is ſs 


partieularip ſet down, would be an⸗ 


lwered with the bare averring them 
to be one and the ſame Bill: No 
moe would they have declared 
(when Our exceptions to the Oꝛ⸗ 
dinance and the Bill are ſo noto⸗ 
rioufſy known to all Our People) 
that care being taken to qſve ſatiſ⸗ 
faction in all the particulars We 


had excepted againſt in the Oꝛdi⸗ 


e 
ration ronfeſſes, that Our exception 
to the Dꝛdmance was, That in the 
diſpoſing and execution thereof-B9e 
Were excluded. And was not this an 
exmeſſe Reaſon in Our Anſmer fo2 
Mur refuſali of the Bill, which 
their Declaration wol needs con- 
fute + But the power was no other 


then to ſupp2eſſe Rebellion, Inſur⸗ 


rectian, and fozraign Invaſion; 


and the perſons trufted, no other 


then 


-_ 


(15) | | 
then ſuch as Were nominated by the 
great Countell ok the Kingdom, 
and allented to by Us : And that 
Declaration aſks, It that be too 
great a Power to truſt theſe Per⸗ 
ſons with Jndeed, whites ſo great 
Libertie is uſed in Uoting and De⸗ 


claring men to be Enemies to the 


Common-Wealth (an English 
phꝛaſe we ſcarcely underſtand) and 
in cenſuring men foꝛ their Service 
and Attendance upon Our Per- 
ſon, and in Our lawfull Com- 
mands, great heed muſk be taken 
into what hands we commit ſuch a 
power to ſuppꝛeſſe Inſurrection 
and Kebellion: And if Pnſurrectt- 
on and Rebellion habe found other 
Definitions then what the Law 
hath given them, We mult be ſure 
that no lawfull Power ſhall juſti⸗ 
fie thoſe Definitions: And ik there 
be learning found out to make Sir 
John Hothams * Arms —_— 
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(16) | 

Us, and keeping Pur Town and 

oꝛt from Us, no Treaſon 02 Re- 
zellion , We know not whether a 
new diſcovery may not finde it Rez 
bellion in Us to defend Our Selk 
from ſuch Arms, and to endeavour 
to recover what is fo taken from 
Us; and therefoze it concerns Us 
(till the known Law of tle Land 
be allowed to be Judge between 
Us) to take heed into what hands 
we commit ſuch Power. Beſides, 
can it be thought, That becauſe we 
are willing to truſt certain perſons, 
that woe are obliged to truſt them in 
whatſoever.they are willing to be 
truſted: We ſay, No paivate hands 
are fit fox ſucha truſt, neither have 
We departed from any thing (in the 
leaſt degree) We offered oꝛ pꝛomi⸗ 


ſed befoze ; though we might with 


as much reaſon have withdzawn 
Our truft from ſome perſons u3e 
befozehad accepted, as they did — 
others 


: — — — — nn ry nn — 
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(17) 
others whom they recommended, 
Joꝛ the Power which we are char⸗ 
ged to have committed to particu- 
lar perſons fo2 the ſpace of fifteen. 
peers, by Our Commiſſions of 
Lieutenancie, it is notoztoufly 
known, That it was not a power 
created by Us, but continued very 
many Pee, and in the moſt happy 
times this Kingdom hath — 
(even thoſe of Our renowned Pꝛe⸗ 
deceſſours, Queen Eliz beth, und 
Our Father ol happy memoꝛy) and 
whatſoever Anthozity was gran⸗ 
ted by thoſe Commiſſions (Which 
were kept in the old fozms)theſame 
was determinable at Our pleu⸗ 
ſure, and We know not that they 
p2oduced any of thoſe Calamities 
which give Our good Sub 
jects cauſe to be fo weary ok them, 
as to run the hazard of ſo much 
miſchief, as the Bill we refuſed 
micht poſſibly ey pꝛoduced. 4 
2 


(18) 
Foz the preſidents of foꝛmer 
ages, in the Commiſſions of Array, 
We doubt not, but when any ſuch 


have ilſued out, that the Kings 


conſent was alwayes obtained, and 
the Commiſſions determinable at 
Dis pleaſure, and then what the ex⸗ 
tent of power was, will be nothing 
applicable to this caſe of the Oꝛdi⸗ 
nance. 

But whether that Declaration 
hath refuted Dur Keaſons foꝛ Our 
rekuſall to paſſe the Bill oz no; it 
hath reſolved and required all per- 
fons-itt Authozity to put the Oꝛ⸗ 
dinge in pꝛeſent execution, and 
all others to obey it, accoꝛding to 
the fundainentall Lawes of the 
Land: But We, whom God hath 
truſted to maintain and defend 
thoſe'fundamentall Laws (which, 
We hope, he will blefle to ſecure Us) 
do declare. that there is no legall 
_ in * „ O2 both Houlſes, 

upon 


— 


— Wes; ay 


(19) 
upon any pꝛetence whatſoever, 
without Our conſent, to command 
auy part of the Milicia of this King 
dom, no2 hath the like ever been 
commanded by either, oꝛ both Hou⸗ 
ſes, fince the firſt foundation of the 
Lawes of this Land; and that the 
execution ot, o2 the obedience. to 
that pꝛetended Oꝛdinance.is againſt: 
the kundamentall 'Lawes:'vf the 
Land, againſt the Liberty of the 
Subject, and the Right of Parlia⸗ 
ments, and. a high Crime in any 
that ſhall hencefoꝛth execute the 
ſame. And We do therefoꝛe charge 
aud command all Our loving 
Subjects, of what degree oz qua- 
lity ſoe ver, upon their Allegtance, 
and as they tender the Peace of this 
Kingdom, from hencefozth not to 
Muſter, Leavie, oꝛ Array,oz Dum- 
mon, oꝛ Warn any of Our Trained 
Bands to Riſe, Muſter, oꝛ March, 
by vertue, oz under colour of that 
Cz pꝛe⸗ 


(20) 
pretended Ozdinan ct. And to this 


* —— — * 
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Declaration and Command of 
Durs, we expect and require a full 
ſubmiſſion and obedience from all 
Our loving Subjects upon their 
Allegtance., as they will anſwer 
the contrary at their perill, and as 
they tender the u olding of the 

zdteſtant , the 


— Our Perſon, and Dur 
—_— Poſey this eace 


Kenan. 
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